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was written in justification of his having commenced his list of Secretaries of the Admiralty before 1673. He wrote: "I think it is correct to call Sir W. Coventry 'Secretary of the Admiralty.' Amongst the MSS. in Pepys's library is one entitled 'Mr. Hewer's Account of the Secretaries of the Admiralty from King Charles II.'s Restoration to King James II.'s withdrawing, Decr. 1688.' Sir W. Coventry's name is the first on this list. No doubt the old Admiral's Secretaries were merely personal servants or retainers of the Lord Admiral for the time being, and were rather private secretaries than public officers. But this became changed at the death of the Duke of Buckingham. When he purchased from Lord Zouch in 1624 the office of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports he took with it Lord Zouch's secretary, Edward Nicholas, a man of education and ability, and well versed in naval affairs (the Lord Warden having at that time a considerable naval or maritime jurisdiction independent of the Lord Admiral). Buckingham made Nicholas his Secretary, for Naval Affairs, and entrusted him with a large amount of authority. When the duke was assassinated in 1628, and the office of Lord High Admiral for the first time put in commission, Nicholas was made Secretary of the Admiralty.1 On the appointment in 1638 of another Lord High Admiral (the Earl of Northumberland), he appointed a Secretary of his own, Thomas Smith, who was, like Nicholas, a man of some mark. Since then, the office of Admiral has been generally in commission, and even when held by one person he has usually been assisted by a Board or Council of Advice. As the powers, rights, and duties of the office are the same whether exercised by one man or by a body of Commissioners, it is not improper (as it certainly is convenient) to call the successive secretaries by the generic name of Secretaries of the Admiralty. During the Commonwealth the constitution and designation of the governing body of the Admiralty was very frequently changed, but so far as I have been able to make out, the Secretary seems to have been always called 'Secretary of the Admiralty.' "
1 He became Secretary of State to Charles I., and subsequently (at the Restoration) to Charles II.